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the crowd stands Roger Chillingworth, unknown
to any other in the village, but seen and recognised
to her terror by Hester Prynne on that dreadful
day. That night he visited Hester in the prison,
and extorted from her the promise that she would
never make known to any in the settlement that
he is her husband.

The minister goes about his work; he redoubles
hk zeal; he grows in power and influence, but his
conscience affords him no rest. By a strange
power of soul over body, the fiery pain within
him burns outward, and leaves its impression on
the flesh. His life withers away. But it is within
that the supreme loss occurs. Delicate filaments
that should have joined the soul to the spiritual
world droop in anguish; the chords of his moral
nature vibrate only to disease and pain. The
secrecy of his sin made it the harder to bear. He
felt that the world was full of inquisitors, each
striving to tear out the heart of his dark mystery.
And there was one who had discovered his guilt,
who possessed the key which would open, to all
the world, the door behind which he sought to
hide his shame, and who played upon his fears
and remorse, like some pitiless spirit without